Murau International Music Festival: 17 – 25 August 2018
Austrian premiere of “NOSTOS. A Journey of Others”
by Zane Zalis
A large-scale orchestra concert in the Murau parish church will take the place of the Gala Concert in the WM Hall this year. It will be performed on two separate dates, the 24th and 25th of August. The Symphony Orchestra of the University of Hohenheim and the Solitude Choir of Stuttgart, both from Germany, are expected to perform together with the MIMF Festival Choir. Special light effects will ensure an especially unique atmosphere in the church. 

Incidentally, the world premiere took place in February 2018 with the University of Hohenheim Symphony Orchestra and the Solitude Choir of Stuttgart in Stuttgart; MIMF musicians also performed with them. 

In his most recent work Zane Zalis deals with exclusion, persecution and expulsion based on religion, skin color, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, and so on. The question of the reasons behind such processes concerns him the most. Whether individuals or groups of people become targets of such animosities, one thing always remains the same: there are no monsters or robots that vilify, hurt or even kill others. It’s always people – the very people who live among us. In the past few years we have heard the premieres of individual excerpts at the Gala Concert, for example, with the support of the Murau Musikverein Stadtkapelle in 2015. Compositions that Mr. Zalis presented at the Gala Concerts in 2016 and 2017 are also parts of the complete work.
Once again Zane Zalis has packed a serious and controversial topic into catchy, dynamic music. This symphonic, melodious and sometimes opulent work invites reflection and touches one through its sensitivity and power. In the past we were privileged to witness the premieres of excerpts of this oratorio.
The concert will be rounded out by the world premiere of a selected piece from the international composition competition that – in line with the oratorio – broaches the topic of “otherness”. 
At this year’s MIMF 2018 the audience can expect to hear and enjoy the Opening Concert and Open Air Concert in the town park like every year; moreover, a choral workshop and a creative workshop are once again being offered. 
Information is provided on www.mimf.at on an ongoing basis.
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